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Distilled perfection

SARAH NIEBRUGGE
Daily Egyptian
Students and community members now have the
chance to see the Civil War through the eyes of those
who lived it.
“Civil War 150: Exploring the World and Its Meaning
Through the Eyes of Those That Lived It” is a traveling
exhibition consisting of letters and other artifacts from soldiers
and family members, and shows a first-person view of the war.
The exhibit will be open from April 29 to May 16 at
Morris Library’s Hall of Presidents and Chancellors. It is free
to all students and community members.
Aaron Lisec, specialist of library affairs, said the university
was given a grant for the exhibit from the Gilder Lehrman
Institute of American History, along with $1,000 to spend
promoting and developing public events.
Lisec said the Special Collections Research Center in
Morris Library has its own collection of letters from soldiers
and family members from southern Illinois who both fought
in the Civil War and were affected by the trying times. This
exhibit will be displayed along with the traveling show.
The Civil War is one of the most researched wars in
American history because it was the biggest event to happen
in the country since the American Revolution, he said.
“It tore the country apart for four years, it cost a huge
number of lives,” he said. “Something like 700,000 people
died in the Civil War, and if you compare it to the population
of that time, if we had a similar event now it would be millions
of people.”
Lisec said studies of the war continue to help
people understand what it was like to live and fight
through the conflict.
Kay J. Carr, an associate professor and chair of the history
department, said the war was a pivotal event in American
history and the research it gets is well deserved.
“Anybody who really wants to understand America today
needs to understand why that was such a critical issue at the
time,” she said. “And why those issues really have not been
settled even since the Civil War.”
Lisec said some of the after-effects of the traumatic war are
still being dealt with more than 100 years later.
“Every time you see a confederate flag on a pickup truck
that means something, and in some way the war is still
reverberating and we are still fighting out the ideas, if not
fighting in person,” he said.
He said it is important for students to come to the event and
learn from first-hand accounts what the time period was like.
“History can be hard to relate to. It can be hard to imagine
what people went through,” he said. “But when you read a
letter from a soldier who talks about one of his friends being
killed right next to him and expresses his feelings about that,
then we can relate to what that must have felt like.”
The exhibit also shows the amount of work the wives had
to put in to take care of the family back home, he said.
“We all have families, we all have tragedies we have
to deal with and live through, and when it’s expressed
that way, history kind of comes to life and becomes
more than just dates and names and places,” he said. “It
becomes how people lived.”
Lisec kicked off the traveling exhibits with a lecture
Monday. Another lecture featuring Rhonda Kohl, author
of “The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry,
1861-1865” is scheduled for 4 p.m. Friday, in the Hall of
Presidents and Chancellors.
Darrel Dexter, a southern Illinois historian, will give the
final presentation at 3 p.m. May 9 discussing politics during
the war.
Sarah Niebrugge can be reached at
sniebrugge@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter at @SNiebrugge_DE
or at 536-3311 ext. 268.
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Charles Baudo, a graduate student studying molecular biology at St. Louis University, fills bottles with
moonshine Saturday at the Grand River Spirits distillery in Carbondale. Baudo was one of many volunteers
to help bottle the distillery’s new moonshine product, Red Eye Cherry. The distillery produces brandy, agedwhiskey, bourbon and three flavors of moonshine. Karen Binder, one of three partners who own the distillery,
said the owners started the business as a way to showcase resources and ingredients from southern Illinois.
Please see page 4 for story

Cowboy travels for children
LUKE NOZICKA
Daily Egyptian
Through rain or shine, one man is traveling
across nearly 50 states to make a difference in

the lives of ailing children.
Tye Sturgeon, 20, of Batesville, Ark., has
been traveling by horse since March 15 from
his hometown to Genoa City, Wis.
Sturgeon said he and his horse, Edward,

LEWIS MARIEN · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Tye Sturgeon, of Batesville, Ark., spends time with his horse, Edward, Friday at the
Randolph County Fairgrounds in Sparta. Sturgeon said Edward has been a very close
companion since they started a trip across the country March 15. “Ever since I first got
on him, we’ve had a great connection,” he said. Sturgeon is horseback riding across 48
states to benefit Western Wishes, a non-profit charity that raises money for children
and young adults who are terminally ill. Sturgeon, who has already raised $3,000 from
donations since beginning his trip, said he hopes to raise $30,000.

will be on the road across 48 states for at least
two years.
According to Sturgeon’s website,
americanwishride.com, he will make
59 stops on the trip. He is headed to
Coulterville, his 27th stop, after spending
two weeks in Sparta.
As of Sunday, Sturgeon’s trip has generated
more than $3,000 in donations of the $30,000
goal for Western Wishes, a non-profit charity
that raises money for terminally-ill children.
Its website, westernwishes.org, states its
recipients are “predominately rodeo and horse
show competitors or ranch-raised children.”
Sturgeon said traveling is not always easy,
and he sometimes eats on the side of the road.
“It has been a challenge since day one,”
he said. “If it wasn’t for good people, I don’t
know if it would be possible for me to do
this trip.”
Sturgeon said occasionally people allow
him to stay in their homes, and said resting
inside is one of the best things. He said
because he usually sleeps outside, the weather
can be problematic.
“I had it hail on me one night whenever I
was trying to sleep,” he said. “That sucked.”
To feed Edward, he stops at the store to
buy products with grain, like granola bars
or bread. He said sometimes he comes
across people who own horses as well,
which is beneficial.
Please see COWBOY · 2
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Google: Driverless cars are mastering city streets
JUSTIN PRITCHARD
Associated Press

LO S A N G E L E S — Google
says that cars it has programmed
to drive themselves have started to
master the navigation of city streets
and the challenges they bring, from
jaywalkers to weaving bicyclists
— a critical milestone for any
commercially available self-driving
car technology.
Despite the progress over the past
year, the cars have plenty of learning
to do before 2017, when the Silicon
Valley tech giant hopes to get the
technology to the public.

COWBOY
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“At least every two days, I get to
camp out – you know if I’ve seen
somebody with horses – and I can
always buy a little bit of feed,” he said.
On the road, Sturgeon carries just
four shirts and three pairs of jeans.

None
of
the
traditional
automakers has been so bullish.
Instead, they have rolled out
features incrementally, including
technology that brakes and
accelerates in stop-and-go traffic or
keeps cars in their lanes.
“I think the Google technology is
great stuff. But I just don’t see a quick
pathway to the market,” said David
Alexander, a senior analyst with
Navigant Research who specializes in
autonomous vehicles.
His projection is that self-driving
cars will not be commercial available
until 2025.
Google’s self-driving cars already

can navigate freeways comfortably,
albeit with a driver ready to take
control. In a new blog post, the
project’s leader said test cars now can
handle thousands of urban situations
that would have stumped them a
year or two ago.
“We’re growing more optimistic
that we’re heading toward an
achievable goal — a vehicle that
operates fully without human
intervention,” project director Chris
Urmson wrote. The benefits would
include fewer accidents, since in
principle machines can drive more
safely than people.
Urmson’s post was the company’s

first official update since 2012 on a
project that is part of the company’s
secretive Google X lab.
In initial iterations, human drivers
would be expected to take control if
the computer fails. The promise is
that, eventually, there would be no
need for a driver. Passengers could
read, daydream, even sleep — or
work — while the car drives.
That day is still years away,
cautioned Navigant’s Alexander.
He noted that Google’s retrofitted
Lexus RX450H SUVs have a small
tower on their roofs that uses lasers
to map the surrounding area.
Automakers want to hide that

technology in a car’s existing shape,
he said. And even once cars are
better than humans at driving, it
will still take several years to get the
technology from development to
large-scale production.
Google has not said how it plans
to market the technology. Options
include collaborating with major
carmakers or giving away the
software, as the company did with
its Android operating system. While
Google has the balance sheet to invest
in making cars, that is unlikely.
For now, Google is focused on
the predictably common tasks of
city driving.

He said he consistently camped
alone at home to prepare for the trip.
“You really can never prepare –
it’s hard to prepare for something
like this,” he said.
Sturgeon said his friend Adam
Garcia approached him with the
idea for the trip. He said at first he
did not think it was possible.

“I told him he was crazy,” Sturgeon
said. “But then he got me thinking
about (the trip) and got me thinking
about how many people this would
reach out to. Finally I made the
decision, I’m going to do it.”
It took him roughly two weeks
to consider the trip before deciding
to go, Sturgeon said.

“I said here’s the deal Adam, if we’re
going to do this, let’s do it for a charity,”
he said. “Let’s do it for Western Wishes.”
Sturgeon said Garcia will meet
him and Edward in a trailer truck
once he arrives in Genoa City, Wis.
Sturgeon had one piece of advice
for anyone considering making a
long-distance trip like his.

“If (someone) is going to do this,
make sure you spend a lot of time
with your family before you leave,” he
said. “You really get lonely out here.”
Luke Nozicka can be reached at
lnozicka@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @lukenozicka,
or at 536-3311 ext. 268.
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Editorial Policy

Our Word is the consensus of the Daily Egyptian Editorial Board on local, national and global issues affecting the Southern Illinois University community. Viewpoints expressed in columns
and letters to the editor do not necessarily reflect those of the Daily Egyptian.

Clippers, Sterling and Controversy
KIA SMITH
Daily Egyptian
Controversy is brewing in NBA land
about the fiasco surrounding Donald
Sterling, the owner of the Los Angeles
Clippers. TMZ released an audio recording
of a conversation between Sterling and his
ex-girlfriend Vanessa Stiviano, in which
Sterling chastised her for posing with
blacks on her Instagram page (i.e. Magic
Johnson and Matt Kemp). And how he
doesn’t want blacks at his games. While
it’s still up in the air whether the audio
voice recording is legitimate or not, it still
sucks that there are people in this world
who feel this way about minorities.
As much as people like to throw around
that we are living in a “diverse” post-racial
world, (because, having a black president
actually means something) something like
this happens (which isn’t even the worst
thing I’ve heard concerning racism, but
who’s here to rank oppression anyway)
and then America realizes we still have the
same problem with racism.
But we need to focus on the players,
who are between a rock and hard place.
It is so easy for us to say what the
players should and should not do when
we are not in their situations.
Sure, they wore their jerseys inside out
as a silent protest during Sunday’s game.

Sure, some players like DeAndre Jordan
took to his Instagram account and posted
a picture of blackness.
Sure, there are rumors that Magic
Johnson is looking into buying the
Clippers, which would be a good thing
because there needs to be more black
NBA owners in the league.
But yet, I still feel sorry for them.
When racism and business is so closely
intertwined, a person has to be very careful
about his or her ways to eradicate racism.
Doing too much can land a person getting
his or her financial stability taken away,
and doing too little can cause scrutiny
from the entire black community.
Neither is a situation anyone would
want to be in, even us looking from the
outside in.
Earlier this month, Dr. Cornel
West said something very thought
provoking, while referencing an old
Wu-Tang Clan song. He said: “Cash
rules everything around me. But it
doesn’t have to rule you.”
And that’s true. But I think we’ve been
conditioned to accept racism in exchange
for being financially stable, that we think
it’s acceptable to be owned by someone
who thinks so much less of us.
In a perfect world, we want the players
to cease playing games as long as Donald
Sterling is their owner.

We also want the players and their
families to be compensated when they
quit, so they won’t have to worry about
financial stability while they take a civil
rights vacation.
We want Donald Sterling sued for
everything he’s worth, and leave him
broke and penniless so he can learn a
valuable lesson on how to treat people.
Hell, we probably want NAACP lawyers
to represent the players if a lawsuit does
come forth.
Our wants are justified, but lets be real:
We don’t live in a perfect world.
That’s usually how it goes though.
When racists decide to let the world
know they’re racist, or they get found out
because some racists hide their racism
very well, everyone else is expected to
turn the other cheek and figure out ways
to accommodate them, instead of letting
the racist know that their behavior is
unacceptable.
Even with major companies such as
Red Bull, Sprint, KIA, Aqua Hydrate and
others pulling their sponsorships from
the team, not individual players in some
cases, I still feel sorry for the Clippers.
While they are getting pressured from
friends, family, fans and the media to take
action and stand up for themselves, let’s
not forget Sterling is still employed, still
wealthy, and still racist.
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Manufacturing ‘Shine’ on a Grand scale
Multimedia
To see a video report visit:

www.dailyegyptian.com
KYLE SUTTON
Daily Egyptian
For many years moonshining was an
illegal activity according to the federal
government, and still is, without the
proper license.
For one area spirits distillery,
moonshining is not only a legitimate
business, but also an art form.
Grand River Spirits of Carbondale is
a craft distillery that has provided legally
made spirits to the southern Illinois
region for nearly five years. The distillery
produces several types of alcohol
including moonshine, which is un-aged
corn whiskey, brandy, aged-whiskey and
bourbon.
On Saturday morning, distillery
workers as well as volunteers from
the area worked diligently to bottle a
new flavor of their classic “Red Eye”
moonshine into 375- and 750-milililter
jugs by hand. The workers were a part
of what distillery co-owner Karen Binder

called a new product launch of a cherry
flavored moonshine called “Red Eye
Cherry.”
Binder is one of three partners who
own the craft distillery. She works with
Ellen Schmulbach and Curtis Baird,
both of Carbondale. The distillery began
as a way to showcase southern Illinois’
resources. Almost every ingredient
comes from the Little Egypt region,
Binder said.
After completing some research on
brandy production, which involves
distilling wine, she stumbled on a
unique opportunity to remain within
the alcohol business while staying
away from a common southern Illinois
business plan.
“My background is mostly in the
wine industry and the concept came
about after thinking about what kind
of business could I begin in southern
Illinois that would compliment and
support what we already have here,”
Binder said. “The last thing we needed
was another winery.”
Kyle Groves, a senior from Freeport
studying art, works as a distiller at Grand
River Spirits. Binder said his job is very
labor intensive — it requires taking a lot

of temperature readings on the various
gauges located on the still. However, his
job also includes using taste to determine
the quality, she said.
“There is a lot of craft to it,” Binder
said. “You can always look at time and
temperature and know when certain
things are going to happen, but the
ultimate decision is the taste and the
operator makes that decision. That’s
where some of the hand-craftedness
comes in.”
Groves said the process of making the
liquor begins with mixing corn flour and
water into a boil kettle, which converts
all the starches in the corn to sugar. From
there they cool it down and add yeast.
Once the liquid is cooled it ferments
for one to three weeks. It is then
pumped into the still and goes through
two distillations. The first run is called a
“strip run,” during which all the possible
alcohol is stripped from the corn mash.
The second is called a “spirit run.” This
run uses fractional distillation to make
precise cuts to the alcohol, changing the
taste to a clean and smooth product.
While in the still, the alcohol heats
up and evaporates. As the vapor rises it
reacts with the still’s copper plates and

goes into what is called a snake, where
the vapor condenses and is released in a
liquid form.
Groves said the cuts are then judged
by temperature and taste.
The liquor business is heavily regulated
by the federal government, making it
hard to receive a license, Binder said.
Before a license is issued, the distillery
and equipment must already be put in
place, she said.
“There are endless forms and pieces of
paper and background checks that you have
to go through,” she said. “There is a lot of
reporting. There is a minimum of three
forms you have to fill out a month. Those
don’t include the forms you have to fill out
for your own business to keep track.”
Grand River Spirits recently won
several awards. Their original Red Eye
moonshine, an apple pie moonshine
called Red Eye Pie and Grand River Baby
Whiskey all won bronze medals at the
American Craft Distillery Association’s
national competition.
Ultimately, one of the most intriguing
parts of running a distillery is the amount
of experimentation involved in creating
new spirits — most spirits Grand River
makes are never made the exact same
way again, Binder said.
“That’s the cool thing about this

CHRIS ZOELLER · DAILY EGYPTIAN

Kyle Baker, of Makanda, corks a bottle of moonshine Saturday at
the Grand River Spirits distillery in Carbondale. Volunteers helped
distillery workers during the bottling process; from washing empty
bottles, filling and corking the bottles and labeling and boxing the
finished product.
industry,” she said. “There is a lot of
experimental type things, and once you
capture that essence, sometimes it will
never be captured again in the same way.”
Grand River Spirits offers free tours
and tastings at the distillery. They ask
people who are interested to book a tour

through their Facebook page or their
website www.grandriverspirits.com.
Kyle Sutton can be reached at
ksutton@dailyegyptian.com,
on Twitter @KyleSutton_DE
or at 536-3311 ext. 254.
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Ed Culver, a graduate student in fresh water ecology at University of Illinois, seals corked bottles of
moonshine Saturday at the Grand River Spirits distillery in Carbondale.
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DOWN
1 Hardy cabbage

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

04/29/14

Monday’s
PuzzleSolved
Solved
Friday’s Puzzle
2 Mountain goat
3 Song for two
4 Takes long
steps
5 Kelly or Slick
6 Helpful clue
7 Find a total
8 Had to have
9 Firebug’s crime
10 Sculptor’s tools
11 Goose’s sound
12 Opposed to
13 Lowly worker
21 Word with wit
or pick
23 Pupil’s written
assignment
25 Lasting through
wear and tear
26 Fraternity letter
27 Part of USNA
28 Bowler’s feat
29 Tavern
31 Sooty residue
32 Manicurist’s
concerns
33 Zest
35 Trash barrel
36 Old horse

Monday’s Puzzle Solved

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
Unscramble
these four Jumbles,
one letter
to each square,
one
letter
to
square,
to form four ordinary each
words.
to form four ordinary words.

HALSS

CKSUN
HALSS
©2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

©2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
SIRYK
Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights©2013
Reserved.
All Rights Reserved.

ACEBH
SIRYK
(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

38
39
42
44
46

Celebrations
In a __; sort of
Donned clothes
Morbid
“Fit as a fiddle,”
for example
47 Remain behind
49 Acting parts
50 Free-for-all

04/28/14

ROSDUH

SCORAS
ROSDUH

51 Creamy white
cheese
52 Woman
53 Eye flirtatiously
54 Mesh fabrics
55 Colorful cereal
56 At __; relaxed
57 Easter egg tints
60 Prohibit

TIKNET

BOLUED
TIKNET
A:

Now arrange the circled letters

Now
thesurprise
circled letters
to arrange
form
the
answer,
as
Now
arrange
the circled
letters
to form
the surprise
answer,
as
suggested
by
the
aboveanswer,
cartoon.
to
form
the
surprise
as
suggested by the above cartoon.
suggested by the above cartoon.

Answer:
Answer:
A:

Pick up the Daily Egyptian each day
to test your crossword skills

Com
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colu
3-by
(in b
cont
digit
For
how
Sud

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
www
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
one letter to each square,
THATL.SCRAMBLED
WORD
GAME
© 2014 The
Mepham Group. Distribute
by David
Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
Tribune
Agency. All rights reser
by David L. Hoyt and
JeffContent
Knurek
to form four ordinary words.
Jumble puzzle magazines available at pennydellpuzzles.com/jumblemags

20

Complete the grid so each
row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders)
contain every digit, 1 to
9. For strategies on how
to SOLUTION
solve Sudoku,
visit
TO SATURDAY’S PUZZLE
w w w. s u d o ku . o rg. u k .

Find us on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/jumble

19

ACROSS
Children
African nation
Fellow
Border on
Equestrian
Sharpen
Malicious look
Mountains of
South America
Very interested
in
No longer in
existence
Soft leather
Perish
Stupid
Beginning; start
Early stage of a
flower
Street talk
GPS screen
diagrams
Hyundai or
Honda
Capital of the
Bahamas
Gabor of
“Green Acres”
Very distant
“A man’s home
is __ castle”
Flower bed
Let the cat out
of the __; blab
Patty __
On the ball
Cunning
Cowboy’s rope
Creepy
Bernie __
Come into
one’s own
Nullified
Cleaning cloths
Written slander
Hee-haw
Sit still with the
engine running
Gladden
Get up
Observed
Intelligence
Alimony
recipients

Jumble puzzle magazines available at pennydellpuzzles.com/jumblemags
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Monday’s Answers:
by Jacqueline E. Mathews

(Answers
tomorrow)
(Answers
tomorrow)
(Answers tomorrow)
CHAOS
COMIC
SUITOR
BANDIT
Jumbles:
Jumbles:
JOIST
ABACK
DOCKET
CHOPPY
Saturday’sMonday’s Jumbles: JOIST
ABACK
DOCKET
CHOPPY
Saturday’s
Saturday’s
The
bandleader
feared
becoming
one
as the
Answer:
He
hoped
that
becoming
the
circus
tightrope
Answer:
Answers: Answer: He hoped that becoming the circus tightrope
storm
approached
A—
CONDUCTORJOB
walker
wouldwould
be-- a
walker
be aSTEADY
— STEADY JOB

Aries — Today is a 7 — Use this
New Moon solar eclipse for some
clearing and cleansing over the next
six months, especially regarding
finances. and accumulating wealth
and possessions. Think big.

Cancer — Today is a 7 — A new
phase begins in your friendships
and reputation over the next six
months, with this eclipse. Increase
participation in group activities, and
accept new responsibility.

Libra — Today is an 7 — Today’s
New Moon solar eclipse opens a
new half-year stage regarding shared
resources (like insurance, family funds,
inheritances, real estate). Transitions
change the balance sheet.

Capricorn — Today is a 7 — A
major romance could enter or
exit the scene over the next six
months, with today’s eclipse.
Amusement, games and children
take the spotlight.

Taurus — Today is an 8 — A new
phase of greater self-awareness
begins for the next six months
with the New Moon solar eclipse
in your sign. Take a strong stand.
Discover hidden resources.

Leo — Today is a 7 — Your public
reputation comes into scrutiny with
this New Moon solar eclipse. Over
the next six months, you could rise
to power or fall from it. Solicit ideas
from imaginative experts.

Gemini — Today is a 7 — Selfimposed isolation and retreat for
peace and spiritual growth invites
over the next six months with the
New Moon solar eclipse. You find
yourself seeking solitude.

Virgo — Today is a 7 — You’re
respected for your common
sense. A new six-month phase
begins with this New Moon solar
eclipse, regarding your education,
philosophy and spiritual inquiry.

Scorpio — Today is a 6 — A
partnership or relationship reaches
a new level over the next six
months, with today’s eclipse in
Taurus. Keep domestic goals in
mind. There could be contracts or
legal issues to resolve.
Sagittarius — Today is a 7 — A new
era dawns for the next six months
around service, health and work,
with today’s New Moon solar eclipse.
Be careful of accidents, and upgrade
routines for healthy diet and exercise.

Aquarius — Today is a 7 —
A new stage in your home and
family life develops with the New
Moon solar eclipse. Over the next six
months, get into renovation, home
improvements, or take care of a
family member.
Pisces — Today is a 7 — The
power of your word reaches new
levels after today’s eclipse. Upgrade
technology when possible, and
keep your car, computer and work
equipment tuned and repaired.

SPORTS

For live updates of all Saluki sports
follow @DEsalukis
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Henderson has good problem at first

Despite getting swept for the second
consecutive weekend, the Saluki baseball
team has the first baseman position
solidified on its depth chart.
The team’s top two batting averages
belong to seniors Ryan Casillas and Cody
Daily; both play first base. Casillas starts
at first the majority of the time, while
Daily is the designated hitter.
Even though Casillas has played
more games at first, he said he would
prefer to be behind the plate. Casillas has
started two games at catcher this season,
which allowed Daily to start at first and
move senior catcher Matt Jones to the
designated hitter spot.
That was early in the year before
freshman catcher Jake Hand had the
opportunity to prove himself. Coach Ken
Henderson has been giving Hand more
playing time in right field lately because
he is one of the better hitters. Hand has
become the primary backup at catcher
for Jones’ off days.
Regardless of where he starts, Casillas
said he likes to play where the team needs

him the most. Daily said the same thing,
though it took him some time getting
used to designated hitting because he has
played in the field his entire career.
The team needs both of them to
stay where they are because Jones is too
good of a defensive catcher to mess with
the lineup. It’s counterproductive to fix
something that’s not broken. Daily is not
a bad fielder, but Casillas is slightly better.
Casillas leads the team in 10 offensive
categories and has played in every game
this season. Daily leads the team with
four sacrifice flies and is second in nine
offensive categories.
With three weeks left in the season,
Casillas has more home runs, doubles,
RBIs and total bases than he had all of last
season. His batting average has improved
by nearly 30 points. Daily’s numbers
are similar to last season, but his batting
average has improved by more than 20
points.
Both of them attended junior college
before attending SIU. Henderson said
Division I schools usually only get one
good year from players coming from
junior college because they sign with
a professional club if they have a good
junior year.
Henderson said Casillas isn’t trying to
do too much at the plate anymore. He
said Casillas used to swing for the fences
every at-bat, but now he’s hitting with just
his hands rather than his whole body.
The Arizona Diamondbacks drafted
Casillas in the 40th round of the 2010
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Senior designated hitter Cody Daily and senior first baseman Ryan Casillas talk during a pitching
change April 13 during SIU’s 5-4 loss against Indiana State University. Casillas leads the team in 10
offensive categories including batting average, home runs and RBIs, while Daily is second on the team
in nine categories.
draft out of high school.
Despite Casillas getting drafted out
of high school, neither him nor Daily
had good enough junior seasons to get
drafted, but both of them are having
good enough senior seasons to possibly
get drafted this year.
The Salukis’ last first baseman to
sign with a professional club was Chris
Serritella; the Philadelphia Phillies drafted

him in the fourth round of the 2012
Major League Baseball Draft. Serritella
had a better collegiate career than Casillas
and Daily, but the two of them have a
good chance of hearing their names called
in June.
Casillas and Daily have better numbers
than several of the first basemen drafted
in 2013 and could both be off the board
by the 20th round.

Before they worry about the draft, they
need to focus on the rest of the season,
especially the Missouri Valley Conference
Championships May 20-24 at Indiana
State University.
Aaron Graff can be contacted at
Agraff@dailyegyptian.com
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or 536-3311 ext. 269

